Dear pen friends

In this letter we want to explain how we celebrate Christmas. 
In Italy Christmas is a very religious time. 

Usually, on 8th December, with our family,  we decorate the Christmas tree [image: image1.png]


 and we prepare the “presepe” (crib) [image: image2.wmf]. It consists of figurines, in clay or plaster, of the infant Jesus, Mary and Joseph. An ox and ass are nearby because the legend says that they warmed the child with their breath. There may be grottoes, small trees, lakes, rivers.

This day signs the start of the Christmas celebrations.

On the night of Christmas’ Eve Italians go to the church for the mass. Italian children believe that Santa Claus comes on Christmas ’night in their house to give them their presents. 

On Christmas’ morning ,when they wake up, they find their presents under the Christmas’ tree. 

On Christmas day we celebrate with a big lunch with our relatives. We eat a lot of courses. There are a lot of starters, different main courses (pasta, fish or roast meat) and finally cakes.

Typical Christmas Italian cakes are Panettone and Pandoro. Panettone is a high round cake, with raisin and pieces of  candied fruit. Pandoro is a high cone like cake, whose base is a star. It gets its name ( pandoro: golden bread) from the vivid yellow color.

After lunch we open our presents [image: image3.png]L%



. In the afternoon we play “tombola” (bingo) and we usually watch a film, too. In the evening we eat all together again.

On “Capodanno” the 31th December we celebrate it with our friends. We eat dinner (called Cenone) all together and we usually prepare  a kind of pork sausage ( zampone or cotechino) and lentils . Lentils symbolize money so we eat them as much as possible. 

Playing bingo we wait the start of the new year. 
The Epiphany (Feast of the Three Kings), on January 6th, is the last day of Christmas celebrations. 

Italian children believe they get a visit from Befana, a kind of ugly witch. She is dressed in a long black coat with a black scarf tied around her head. She brings gifts to each child .The children set out their socks  [image: image4.wmf]on the night before the Epiphany in anticipation of the coming of befana.  If they were bad, they would find their socks filled with coal, if they were good, they would find a lot of sweets.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!!!!!! 
                                                                                                              Good-bye

Teresa, Giulia, Matteo, Gabriele

     

Christmas is a very religious time in Italy.   

In Italy  Christmas  is celebrated with the Christmas crib. The “presepio” represents in miniature the Holy Family. The word comes from the latin word “praesaepe”, meaning enclosure, crib or manger. 
It includes animated figures of horses, camels, and everyday people who have had an opportunity to bring a gift to the Christ Child. 
The Christmas season is filled with much singing and music. 
The streets, shops and houses are decorated.  
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Typical Christmas Italian cakes are panettone, pandoro and torrone.

Panettone is rich in sultanas and candied fruit and often filled with several fillings and chocolate. Torrone is a kind of nougat with toasted hazelnuts, honey and sugar.

Pandoro is a veronese cake, it is a high star-shaped cake, softer than the panettone and containts no sultanas or candied fruit. 
[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.png]


[image: image13.png]


[image: image14.png]


[image: image15.png]


[image: image16.png]


[image: image17.png]


[image: image18.png]


[image: image19.png]


[image: image20.png]


[image: image21.png]


[image: image22.png]


[image: image23.png]


[image: image24.png]


[image: image25.png]


[image: image26.png]


[image: image27.png]


[image: image28.png]


[image: image29.png]


[image: image30.png]


[image: image31.png]


[image: image32.png]


[image: image33.png]


[image: image34.png]


[image: image35.png]


[image: image36.png]


[image: image37.png]


[image: image38.png]


[image: image39.png]


[image: image40.png]


[image: image41.png]


[image: image42.png]


[image: image43.png]


[image: image44.png]


[image: image45.png]


[image: image46.png]


[image: image47.png]


[image: image48.png]


[image: image49.png]


[image: image50.png]


[image: image51.png]


[image: image52.png]


[image: image53.png]


[image: image54.png]



The Christmas tree is a symbol of the Christmas season.

The angels play an important role in the celebrations of Christmas.

The bells play on important part of  celebrating Christmas.
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By   Laura, Miriana and Christian
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